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April 8 - 16, 2016

Back Roads of Northern Ireland

9 Days and 7 Nights

Many of you have enjoyed our Classic Ireland program with Philip Duffy or Tom O’Toole. Now come and share a different part of this
beautiful area with these same driver/guides as we explore Northern Ireland!
Travel with TRIPS and discover a revitalized Northern Ireland teeming with pride and optimism.

With stunning landscapes and and the friendliest of welcomes, Northern Ireland is beautiful, wonderfully scenic and packed with historic attractions.
From Saint Patrick to the birthplace of the Titanic, from the Giant’s Causeway to the Mountains of Mourne and the Walled City of Derry, there are
unique stories waiting to be heard. As you travel the Causeway Coastal Route, you'll see why it is rated as one of the Top Five Road Trips worldwide.

The ever-changing tapestry of scenery and colors, set against a dramatic coastal backdrop will take your breath away!
Travel through picturesque villages as well as Northern Ireland’s major cities. Londonderry features one of Europe’s best preserved walled settlements,
standing since 1618. The Titanic Belfast, housed in an iconic six-floor building tells the story of the ill-fated ship in a fresh and insightful way.
Join TRIPS as we travel to a new and exciting Northern Ireland!

Itinerary

\April 8th, 2016 - Your Journey Begins!

Depart the United States for your overnight flight to Dublin.

\April gth, 2016 - Dublin: When Irish Eyes are Smiling!
On arrival in Dublin, you’ll be met by your driver/guide and begin your

Irish holiday! Start with a city tour of this charming and colorful capital
city with it’s harmonious blend of Victorian pubs, rows of elegant
Georgian town houses and glittering modern buildings. Then, enjoy time
on your own discovering Grafton Street teeming with cafes, shops and
buskers galore! From musicians and poets to mime artists, you’ll
experience a true taste of Dublin! Later this afternoon, transfer to your
hotel for check-in and dinner!

Overnight: Dublin D)
April 1oth, 2016 - Belfast: St. Patrick and Mountains!

\After a hearty Irish breakfast, you'll depart Dublin bound for Belfast
traveling through the Mourne Mountains with its spectacular vistas
and the charming villages of Newry and Newcastle. The scenic coastal
route takes you to Downpatrick one of Ireland’s most ancient and
historic towns. Saint Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland is buried here
and of course Saint Patrick’s Day is observed on March 17th, the date of
his death. You’ll visit the Saint Patrick Visitor Centre featuring
interactive displays telling the story of his life. Legend has it that St.
Patrick taught the Irish about the doctrine of the Holy Trinity using a
shamrock to illustrate the Christian teaching, and today of course it is
widely associated with Ireland and St. Patricks Day. You'll have time on
your own for lunch here before continuing on to the heart of Belfast later
this afternoon. Check into the world famous Europa Hotel located in the
heart of the city centre, where you’re just a short walk from top
attractions and local shops. You'll have some time to explore on your own
before enjoying dinner in the hotel this evening.

Overnight: Belfast - Europa Hotel (B/D)

April 11th, 2016 - Belfast: The Titanic!
This morning, set out on a tour of Belfast City. You'll see wide ranging

architectural styles such as the Edwardian City Hall and the grand Ulster
Bank as you tour Northern Irelands capital city. Dominating the Belfast
skyline are the twin shipbuilding cranes named Samson and Goliath
situated in the shipyard of Harland & Wolff where the RMS Titanic was
built. You'll tour the Titanic Belfast, with interactive galleries including
recreations of the ship’s cabins, the underwater exploration theatre and a
moving evocation of the ship’s catastrophic and untimely demise.
Opened in 2012 on the centenary of the sinking, it has become the most
popular attraction in Northern Ireland. You might choose to enjoy lunch
on your own at Bistro 4o1 offering a range of Titanic inspired heritage
dishes. You'll return to the hotel this afternoon with the remainder of the
day at leisure. Perhaps visit the historic Crown Liquor Salon, the
oldest pub in Northern Ireland or see the famous Belfast Opera House.
There is plenty to see and do in Belfast City Centre!

Overnight: Belfast - Europa Hotel B)
April 12th, 2016 - Derry: Glens, Giants and Bushmills!

After breakfast this morning, check out of your hotel, traveling through
the Nine Glens of Antrim, a scenic route with beautiful views of|
mountains, valleys and coastline. You'll stop along the way at Giant’s
Causeway, which has inspired artists and stirred scientific debate for
centuries. According to legend, nearly 40,000 columns of basalt are the
remains of a causeway built by the mythical giant Finn McCool!
Discovered in 1693, it has often been described as the Eighth Wonder
of the World, and was declared the country’s first UNESCO World
Heritage site. You’ll have time for lunch on your own here as well as
browsing in the gift shop before departing for Bushmills Distillery!
The oldest distillery in the world, King James I granted a licensee to
distill in 1608! You’ll see how they turn water into Golden Irish
Whiskey and of course you’ll be able to taste the beautifully smooth
Irish Whiskey! A great gift for yourself would be a bottle of Bushmills




4ooth Anniversary whiskey available only in the Whiskey Shop at the
distillery!You'll then continue on to the walled city of Derry, officially
Londonderry. On arrival, check into your hotel, perched on the banks of
the River Foyle. You’ll have free time before enjoying dinner at the hotel.
Overnight: Derry - City Hotel (B/D)
April 13th, 2016 - Donegal: Peace Bridge and Murals!

|After breakfast, check out of your hotel and travel to nearby Derry for a
city tour. Visit Bogside and see the 12 famed outdoor murals depicting
the events surrounding sectarian violence and civil rights protests in
Northern Ireland during what in now known as “the Troubles”. In
addition, you’ll have the opportunity to walk on the Derry Peace
Bridge, spanning the River Foyle and bridging a 400 year old physical
and political gap between two sides of a once bitterly divided community.
(This impressive piece of architecture symbolizes the unification of two
communities. Next, visit the Ulster American Folk Park and immerse
yourself in to the story of Irish emigration as you journey from the
thatched cottages of Ulster to the log cabins of the American Frontier.
Meet an array of costumed characters with traditional crafts to show,
tales to tell and food to share. Lunch is on your own, before departing for
Donegal. On arrival, check in to your hotel for the next two nights,
located a short 1o minute walk from Donegal Town.You might opt to
visit the Donegal Craft Village, a showcase for contemporary arts and
crafts before returning to the hotel for dinner.

Overnight: Donegal - Mill Park Hotel (B/D)
April 14th, 2016 - Donegal: Cliffs, Crafts and Thatched Roofs!
|After breakfast travel to Slieve League Cliffs, twice as high as the Cliffs
of Moher and twice as dramatic! With twirling seabirds flying overhead and
nothing but crisp blue ocean before you, it will feel as though you're at the

edge of the world! Stop at the Slieve League Cultural Centre where
specially arranged mini-buses will take you right to the Cliffs for views that
will leave your breathless! Next, visit the remote village of
Glencolumbkille and the “Famine Village” where an entire hamlet of]
houses seems to have been abandoned. The majority of the village’s
population left during the Irish Famine of the mid-1800’s and the only
inhabitants you’'ll find here today are sheep. This area is also where
Colmcille, one of the greatest of early Irish Saints was born.He founded
monasteries shaping the culture of Ireland and which produced the Book
of Kells. You also visit Father McDyer’s Folk Village Museum
consisting thatched houses complete with furnishings and artifacts. You'll
find a craft shop, school, shebeen (illegal drinking establishment) and a tea
house. This is an authentic look back into Irish history! You'll return to
Donegal late this afternoon.

Overnight: Donegal - Mill Park Hotel

April 15th, 2017 - Dublin: Belleeck and Dublin!
Checkout of your hotel after breakfast and travel through the village of
Ballyshannon toward Belleek and the famed Belleek Porcelain
Company. Established in 1857, discover the secrets of the 16 hands that
have made Belleek Pottery one of the most enduring success stories of]
Irish Craftsmanship. Be sure to stop in the Tea Room for a snack on your
own, naturally served on Belleek tableware! Depart and return to Dublin,
check in to your hotel and freshen up before enjoying a delightful farewell
dinner featuring Irish entertainment!

Overnight: Dublin

April 16th, 2016 - Farewell to Northern Ireland!
After breakfast, depart for the airport and your flight back to the United
States, with arrival on the same day. The wonderful memories of days
in Northern Ireland will surely last a lifetime! ®)

B)

B/D)

Northern Ireland
$3,498.00

per person/double occupancy

Single Supplement is an additional $998.00

Trip cancellation/interruption insurance is available and is
strongly recommended.
(For medical reasons only)
Insurance premium $257.00 p/p double occupancy.
Insurance premium $323.00 single occupancy.

Inclusions

o Round trip airport transfers

e Round trip international airfare to Ireland (checked baggage fee is not
included)

» 7 nights twin bed accommodations with private bath

o 7 full Irish breakfasts

« 5 dinners, including a special farewell dinner with Irish entertainment

e Admission to Belfast Titanic Museum, St. Patrick Visitor Center, Ulster
American Folk Park, Bushmills Whiskey Distillery, Belleek Porcelain
and more!

» Enjoy Mourne Mountains, Belfast city tour, Giant’s Causeway,
sightseeing tour of Derry, Slieve League Cliffs and more!

o+ Private transport by deluxe motor coach throughout the itinerary

o Services of a professional Irish driver/guide

» All admissions as listed in the detailed itinerary

o Porterage of 1 full sized suitcase per person

o All airline and hotel taxes and surcharges

Call today to reserve your space!!!
Reservations for “Northern Ireland” are accepted on a first come/first served basis.
An initial $500.00 deposit is required to hold space on this tour.
This deposit is fully refundable up to December 28, 2015. Final Payment is due on or before December 28, 2015.
50% non-refundable on December 29, 2015. 100% non-refundable as of February 8, 2016.

We accept all major credit cards.
Make checks payable to Alliance Bank c/o Linda Mattingly

Passport Name:

PO Box 500  Sulphur Springs, TX 75483-0500
DOB:

E Contact Linda Mattingly at 877-903-2265 (toll free) extension 6707 or email Imattingly@alliancebank.com. E

Credit Card #:

Expiration Date: CST # 2057913-10

The taxes, fuel surcharges, and other fees imposed by airlines and cruise lines have been included in the cost of your tour as of printing on April 30, 2015. Any increases in these fees or bagFage fees
imposed by any air carriers or cruise lines are the responsibility of the individual passen}ger. TRIPS makes arrangements with airlines, hotels and other independent parties to provide travel services

you purchase.

e do not own or operate any of the accommodation, transport or other facilities used in connection with our programs. We therefore cannot accept liability for negligence of the staff

of these organizations. These parties are independent suppliers over whom we have no direct control. TRIPS is not liable in the event of any failure by any person or company to render any
transportation, accommodation or other travel service fprov1ded on tours, or for expenses incurred due to delays caused by weather, strikes, war, civil disturbances, natural disasters, flight delays,

government actions, mechanical failures or any acts o

God. TRIPS cannot assume any responsibility for flight delays, cancellations or missed connections and is not liable for any expenses or

consequences resulting therefrom, and such expenses are to be borne by the traveler. Specific airline Conditions of Carriage will apply: These conditions are the subject of International Agreements
and may limit or exclude liability. The participant waives any claim against TRIPS for any damage to, or loss of, property or injury to, or death of, due to any act or n((eighgence of any airlines, surface
a

transportation companies, hotels or any person rendering any of the services or accommodations included. TRIPS cannot be held responsible for any claims, losses,

mages for delay of baggage or

other properties, inconvenience, loss of enjoyment, upset and disappointment, distress or frustrations, whether physical or mental, resulting from the act or omission of any é)arty providing services.

The participant assumes and understands that all travel has inherent risk that may result in injury or death and that participation in activities, including but not limited to:

riving, hiking, walking,

touring, visiting archaeological sites, walking on uneven surfaces, riding on rough roads, rafting, boating, riding in helicopters, on trains, boats, swimming, horseback and any other activities. The

information contained in this brochure and o

ne has been compiled with all reasonable care, is accurate to the best of our knowledge and is given in good faith. All services are subject to the laws of

the countries in which services are rendered. Payment for any TRIPS tour shall constitute consent to all provisions in these Terms & Conditions and is binding on all travel participants.
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